CNN - PRESIDENT CLINTON IMPEACHMENT 
VOTE - 3:00 P.M E.T - 4:58 P.M E.T (12-19-1998) 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=WgFolr_Yu-M (htips:/Wwww.youtube.com/watch?v=WgFolr_Yu-M 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https:/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7X0LKts7k4FT498ld_x5sq) on Sat Nov 14 2020. 


From Saturday, December 19th, 1998 CNN live coverage of President Clinton's impeachment vote. 


Coverage runs from 3:00 P.M E.T - 4:58 P.M E.T 


00:00:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgFolr_Yu-M) 


old sits down trial starts i don't think the senate's going to be doing much of anything else you you're flagging 
that you think that the senate is going to be paralyzed no i think the senate's going to be focused on that on 
that trial quite an extraordinary scene here henry hyde himself james sensenbrenner of wisconsin several 
other this looks to be perhaps all 13 of the managers just voted on by the house these are the republicans in 
the house who will literally manage the uh the case against president clinton mr secretary by direction of the 
house of representatives and pursuant to house resolution 614 i hereby deliver these articles of 
impeachment would you hold this thank you thank you mr chairman thank you as secretary on behalf of the 
senate i accept these under the official record of the senate for deliberation later on thank you and we thank 
you for your courtesy and coming over thank you thank you claire i was gonna say bernie clearly this is not 
something that's done with every piece of legislation no i was just thinking that uh the only difference well 
there are many differences but one of the prime differences between this picture and 130 years ago is the 
dress jeff greenfield i think that's probably true i have to say i realize that we preempted elsa clench on 
saturday but i hadn't thought about the stylistic implications if i may what what's going to happen now is that 
the that the actual business of transporting these articles to the full floor of the senate takes place next year 
uh when the new senate convenes i think it's january 6. and when those are when those are brought 
physically into 
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when those are brought physically into the senate by the house managers the next day is when the actual 
proceedings including the chief justice of the united states coming to the united states senate that's when all 
that begins if that's the case why all this today because i uh uh because procedurally you're supposed to go 
immediately from one house to the other you're saying they have to do it again uh when the new house is 
constantly they have to come over to the center this is very formal i mean it's parliamentary procedure that's 
barred in some sense from from uh britain they have to come in in january but they have to take these 
articles of impeachment and physically bring them into the body of the senate read the articles formally and 
that triggers the one-day notification to the chief justice and the commencement of the uh what would then 
be pre-trial business speaking of physical movement the democrats supporting the leader of their party have 
transported themselves from the hill to the white house john king it seems that they went on in the east side 
entered the east side of the white house on matt what was madison avenue formally and they're inside now 
the majority of them are here bernie some still arriving and coming through the gates they're going into the 
white house residents they'll meet privately there with the president first and then come out onto the south 
lawn on the other side of the white house from where i'm standing for a little bit of a pep rally the main point 
of that rally democrats standing by the president to show their resolve and to make the case that he should 
not step down that this was a republican partisan impeachment vendetta in the words of white house officials 


and that the president should fight on i want to give you a snapshot of what the president was doing as these 
historic events unfolded as we reported a short time ago the president was in the oval office with one of his 
spiritual advisers he was not watching when the first article of impeachment was passed by the house of 
representatives making him of course only the second president in history to be impeached but since then 
we've been told by our sources that shortly after that vote the president went into the dining room the private 
dining room near the oval office he met there with doug sosnick one of his top political advisers and john 
podesta the white house chief 
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and john podesta the white house chief of staff as the three of them were in there talking they watched the 
votes on articles two three and four at one point during that discussion again while the president was 
watching these votes unfold another one of his top aides steve roshetti a former legislative aide about to 
become the number two the deputy chief of staff here walked in as well to give the president an update on 
the mood from the voting on the house floor at that point we're told the president told these are his top 
political aides now told them that he was not surprised by this vote that he was certainly disappointed but 
that despite his disappointment he was determined to press on to seek a bipartisan solution now the 
importance of that of course if you've been talking with senator leahy in the recent moments is the president 
trying to make the case here that this should not go to trial in the senate that there should be some sort of a 
plea bargain that trial would have to convene under the rules for that to take place but between now and 
when the senate comes back into session in january the white house will push aggressively try to court 
republican moderate senators to try to make the case that there should be some kind of a plea bargain will 
part of that aggressive push john king include the president very definitely trying to set a proper tone when 
he speaks this afternoon well the president walking a very delicate line here to rally public opinion to his side 
the white house and its allies and that's why the democrats from the house are here want to make the case 
that this has been a partisan republican witch hunt an attempt by the republicans to reverse the last two 
presidential elections that the president should be punished but not impeached now that the president has 
been impeached as he fights for survival to stay in office and finish his term he needs again to court enough 
republicans in the senate it only takes 51 to dismiss the trial and cut a deal it would take 67 to convict him 
and remove him from office but the democrats now with 45 senators they would need six and most think they 
would really need 10 or 12 to get enough republicans to want to come over and do this so as he bashes the 
republicans bashes the republicans in the house the president has to be very mindful 
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president has to be very mindful that his fate now rests if he hopes to avoid a trial with republicans in the 
senate john the last time it's jeff greenfield the last time we heard from the president was uh my god it seems 
like months ago but i guess it was eight days ago when he when he expressed his profound sorrow and said 
rebuke and censor me that's fine uh does he have to shift gears drastically in what he says to us now and 
come out fighting and talk about the illegitimacy of the process is there a certain disconnection between 
those two messages i'm profoundly sorry but i'm ready to fight we are told the president will show his fight 
today in terms of casting the process is illegitimate the president wants to leave that to aids here at the white 
house to his democratic allies we're told what the president will say when he comes out of the white house 
shortly is that he's disappointed with this vote but that he thinks it is critical that he continue on doing his job 
obviously this on a day when the u.s military strikes against iraq continue the president preparing his state of 
the union address met just yesterday to prepare his new budget the president we're told will make the case 
that he thinks the american people want him to continue his work and that the best way to do that is to bring 
this process to a quick close the president we're told we'll leave it to the democrats here and to top white 
house aides to make the case and to point at the votes today in the house that it's republicans pushing to 
remove this president from office and that the will of the american people is that he stay in office but still be 
punished and held accountable as the president uh meets in private in the residence of the white house 
we're going to take a break and be back with live coverage of this day's events you're looking at a picture of 


the white house uh less than a week before christmas you can see the holiday decorations uh but to put it 
mildly there there's hardly a spirit or a mood of celebration today quite the opposite on this day just within the 
last few hours the house of representatives has 
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hours the house of representatives has passed two articles of impeachment against president clinton sitting 
with the president right now in the residence part of the white house are members of the democratic 
leadership and other democrats in the house who have come there to talk to the president after they meet for 
a period of time we don't know how long that will be we're told they're going to go out into the rose garden 
and the president will have something to say publicly by way of reaction cnn's wolf blitzer uh is is there wolf 
uh is this a day when the white house is fully staffed yes the everybody is here today uh all of the president's 
top advisors all the president's top staff they're they're here they are very sad obviously by what has 
occurred but one legal question some of the white house lawyers at least had thought about raising and it's 
unclear whether they would go forward with this remember professor bruce ackerman of yale law school 
during the testimony said that what this 105th house of representatives does this lame duck house is not 
necessarily going to be binding on the 106th congress which convenes in in january and some of the 
president's legal advisors thought well maybe it's a good idea to test this whole impeachment resolution right 
now to see if it is constitutional for this uh these two articles of impeachment to go forward and be considered 
by the 106th for the white house to do that directly might race legalistic problems that this president is trying 
to skirt what uh what the the congress has already done but perhaps others might raise those legal questions 
now and that could uh throw some sort of monkey wrench into this whole process wolf are you getting at the 
fact that one of these articles uh article three uh charging alleging obstruction of justice passed by just uh 
let's see here by my count just two votes more than was needed very close the first article passed by a 
considerable number uh but uh it was 228 to 206 was article 1 article 3 220 to 212 with a vote with a shift of 
what four or 
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with a vote with a shift of what four or five votes it might the next congress might not go forward remember 
there are some 40 members of the house of representatives who were who voted today who were lame duck 
members and i will not be coming back in the next session so it's technically if that bruce ackerman proposal 
uh were to uh were to be upheld there would have to be a another vote in the house of representatives but 
it's at this point there's no indication the white house directly is going to pursue that when when charles ruff 
and other white house officials were asked about why they called bruce ackerman to testify on behalf of the 
president they said look he has the right to make his own judgments we're not taking a position on whether 
his view of the constitution is necessarily accurate and of course several other constitutional scholars totally 
disagree with him bob franken at the capitol i think uh to put it mildly the republican leadership of the house 
wouldn't take kindly to such a such a move on the part of the democrats or the white house as a matter of 
fact it would raise some real separation of powers questions about the ability of the supreme court to stop a 
congressional function beyond that however there is one opportunity everybody agrees to have to revalidate 
what the house of representatives did jeff pointed this out earlier the managers who we've just seen 
presenting the articles of impeachment to the secretary of the senate must be reappointed by the new house 
of representatives now it's going to be a much closer republican margin there and it's entirely possible that 
there could be some political changes between now and then which could affect things if they're not 
reappointed then in effect impeachment is blocked because if there are no prosecutors there is no trial so all 
of that is going on there's going to be a period of time however assuming that the trial goes forward which is 
what jeff described as a pre-trial that's when the president gets to respond that's when the house of 
representatives responds to him that is a period of time in just about any trial when oftentimes plea bargains 
are made i can tell you that very quietly in the last couple of weeks there have been back channel 
discussions 
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there have been back channel discussions among people not necessarily in the white house but some of the 
party elders and towns from both parties trying to create some sort of deal that might be acceptable to 
everybody so already their talks about this very delicate nobody wants to go public about it but they are 
underway bob franken has a backdrop to all this the republicans especially those in the house are scurrying 
now oh boy are they scurrying because they've suddenly lost their second speaker since the election of 
course remember newt gingrich decided that he would call it quits then came bob livingston this has been the 
week where some of his extramarital affairs were exposed at least the fact that he'd had them was he 
decided a couple days after that and he did it just dropped a bombshell uh decided that he would in fact 
leave surprised everybody he's not going to stand for speaker he said in fact he's leaving congress we're 
being told that the republicans ordered to quickly end the disarray to get things back together have already 
sort of coalesced around one person a man named dennis hastert and that's one of those people you'd say 
dennis who he has not been a prominent national figure but he has been somebody within the republican 
party who has been very very popular he's both conservative but appeals to moderates he was he is a 
deputy whip and both uh speaker gingrich's remaining operation and probably more importantly uh tom delay 
who is the whip are organizing an effort to get him elected as the speaker nominee very quickly perhaps as 
soon as monday if they can get the new members of congress and everybody back to town during that 
christmas week jeff greenfield we've talked a lot about what people here in official washington are saying and 
thinking but i'm anxious to find out over these next immediate few days what american citizens across this 
great land are thinking and what their impressions are of what has happened in this capital today i think in 
some ways that may be the single most important question that that uh we need to find out all along we've 
been hearing uh well the closer this gets to reality at some point the majority of americans who have 
consistently opposed impeachment 
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impeachment will make their voices heard and i remember talking with you folks about a week ago and 
speculating what if the president were actually impeached and the reaction of the public was the same 
overwhelming indifference if they didn't take it seriously they thought he wouldn't be convicted it's the 
weekend before christmas i've got a lot of other things to think about and who cares about washington and 
politics anyway for us the headlines tomorrow are literally historical amazing i wonder if for most americans 
it's oh now what am i going to get my sister-in-law for christmas uh we have no idea whether the president's 
strategy of of now trying to rally the troops is going to produce a tremendous outpouring of anger at the 
republicans whether in fact the actual fact of impeachment will further endanger the president by making it 
seem more weighty or the public's going to say you know i just don't care that much or whether indeed in the 
fullness of time the resiliency of this great country carries through without a shot being fired and the republic 
survives and life goes on that i would bet on big time that's the one thing i think you know you can be pretty 
confident about given what we've been through that's that's the reality uh that we can be we can take a lot of 
assurance from knock on wood right now the president is just beginning a meeting i'm told bernie with uh 
members of the house originally we were told it was in the residence now we're told it's in the east room 
which is a pretty big you know i wonder part of the public part of the white house i wonder how they would 
get two loads of congress people in the second floor residents of the white house not that large now we know 
and uh that afterwards uh uh they are going to step out onto the south grounds of the white house uh just 
outside the oval office and that that's where they will will uh will make uh statements certainly the president 
will make a statement we don't know how many of the democrats will also be talking there has been uh other 
news happening on this uh on this day can i interrupt you ever so gently please do we can't uh go right to 
what we wanted to go to next we are going to be reporting on other things that have been happening in 
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things that have been happening in in the country but we just won't do that right now the most important thing 
for us right now here in washington is to await president clinton as he comes out of the white house we're 
going to do that we're going to pause and when we'll come back we'll have more coverage of this it indeed is 
a historic day a view of the south side of the white house with both a hanukkah symbol and a christmas tree 


a wreath and yet it is not a typical holiday here in washington inside that building right now the president bill 
clinton is meeting with democrats from the house of representatives a body that just less than an hour or so 
ago passed two of four articles of impeachment against the president we're going to tell you what the articles 
were and uh what the vote was article one accusing the president of perjury before a grand jury in the 
monica lewinsky investigation this article passed by a vote of 228 to 206. it only took 218 to pass as you can 
see the republicans got 10 more votes than they needed the second article alleging the president uh 
committed perjury in the paula jones deposition failed you can see the yes vote was 205 the no vote 229 the 
third article charging the president with obstruction of justice in the paula jones civil rights case passed 221 
to 212 
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passed 221 to 212 and finally article 4 accusing the president of misusing and abusing his office and 
impairing the administration of justice this one failed by the a greater number than than did article 2 148 yes 
285 no so clearly and humbled president clinton today but before any of this happened there was a literally a 
bombshell dropped in the house of representatives and that was when the man everyone expected was 
going to be the next speaker of the house took the floor to say that the president should resign and he had 
some news to offer himself this is representative bob livingston of louisiana to the president i would say sir 
you have done great damage to this nation over this past year and while your defenders are contending that 
further impeachment proceedings would only protract and exacerbate the damage to this country i say that 
you have the power to terminate that damage and heal the wounds that you have created you sir may resign 
your post house would be in order and and the house will be in order and i can only challenge you in such 
fashion if i am willing to heed my own words to my colleagues my friends and most especially my wife and 
family i have hurt you all deeply and i beg your forgiveness i was prepared to lead our narrow majority as 
speaker 
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majority as speaker and i believe i had it in me to do a fine job but i cannot do that job or be the kind of 
leader that i would like to be under current circumstances so i must set the example that i hope president 
clinton will follow i will not stand for speaker of the house on january sixth but rather i shall remain as a back 
venture in this congress that i so dearly love for approximately six months into the 106th congress 
whereupon i shall vacate my seat and ask my governor to call a special election to take my place i thank my 
constituents for the opportunity to serve them i hope they will not think badly of me for leaving and so with 
those words just two days after he acknowledged having committed infidelities having been unfaithful in his 
marriage and having seen other allegations about him come out in the press some parts of the press bob 
livingston announced that he will not stand for speaker and that indeed as you heard him say in six months 
he will resign from the house of representatives we want to tell you that we have learned that the white 
house is now saying the president and some of the democrats from the house will come out with him to 
make a statement at four o'clock eastern time that is just about 22 minutes or so from now cnn of course 
we'll bring that to you live as we will all the events of this extraordinary day with bob livingston taking himself 
out of the speaker's position there is as you can imagine uh chaos in the among republicans in the house of 
representatives cnn's washington bureau chief frank sesno joins me frank you've been very carefully 
following and reporting on what happened uh as bob livingston made this announcement which i gather he 
only shared with a very few people very few people judy actually uh uh 
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very few people judy actually uh uh no one i've talked to knew about it and uh you know i'm i'm i reflect upon 
one of the terms that was used about impeachment during the debate that impeachment was the nuclear 

bomb of politics bob livingston was the stun grenade today he went in there and it was as if everyone was in 
a state of shock i spoke to one senior republican strategist who then complained nobody is in charge so the 
apparatus on capitol hill has moved into into high gear now i can tell you that just a short time ago i was told 


that dennis hastert from illinois congressman i was described as a leveling influence very calm sort of a 
grandfatherly figure was described as 100 percent in in terms of being the next speaker of the house there 
was a meeting in his office attended by tom delay the whip and some 30 other members and they are now 
fanning out across capitol hill to line up the votes they already have around 50 votes they need a 112 to put 
him over the top in terms of the number of republicans they believe they've got it locked up it's just a formality 
now it's a question of timing they are desperate judy to get the sense conveyed both internally and to the rest 
of the world that there is adult supervision here and there is in fact someone in charge of this party how could 
something like this come together so quickly just hours after livingston took himself out by surprise well you 
know there was a little hint in what livingston was was saying i heard it actually as i was listening to him for 
yet another time he talked about how he was looking forward to leading this narrow minority you know this 
has been a very fractious group of people and they have a very narrow minority and it was a very difficult 
thing for newt gingrich a couple of members were raising questions about whether he was fit to serve 
essentially after his alligator his admissions rather of infidelities others conservatives and religious 
conservatives were raising questions about whether this oath his oath to his wife didn't count for something 
as we have this discussion about being under oath in a courtroom so the handwriting was on the wall his 
decision obviously an intensely personal one but it clearly took everybody by 
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but it clearly took everybody by surprise but the important point here is that the party's going into into high 
gear here to fill in the blanks fast we want to point out too frank and you mentioned this is that the hand of 
tom delay uh the majority whip the republican whip in the house is very much in here dennis hastert as you 
told us earlier managed just one second i'm told that as i mentioned tom delay's name he's speaking at a 
republican stakeout at the capitol let's listen we only we have less than two weeks before opening the house 
somebody needs to be put into place and uh and and do all the huge overwhelming work that would have to 
be done in the next two weeks in order to get the house open i got to catch a plane thank you very much 
there was some talk that maybe there would be an interim well we don't know exactly what tom delay said 
but we do have reporters who are over there following it we'll try to get that information just as quickly as we 
can frank just quickly back to you dennis hastert whose name you're you're bringing to us as the presumptive 
next republican choice for speaker was managing tom delay's campaign for whip but but delay is reaching 
out beyond his own narrow crowd he is trying to make sure that this operation as it goes forward has some 
ideological and geographical uh uh uh diversity within it in in hastert's office alongside with delay for example 
dollars was tom davis he's the head of the national republican campaign committee he controls the dollars 
also there was su kelly from from new york for some geographical different uh diversity as i mentioned and a 
number of other individuals who will be part of this operation to round up the votes all right frank says no i'm 
told that we have in chicago we've all been talking about what's been going on in washington but probably 
what matters more than anything else is what are the american people thinking about all this so we're going 
to go to jeff flock who 
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is going to give us a sense of that in chicago jeff judy the magnificent mile in chicago a lot of people out the 
shop but earlier today not as many people shopping many people home watching the debate i want to ask 
this one one gentleman real quickly this is a man from dennis hastert's district yes sir what do you know 
about dennis hastert well i hear that un he might become the next speaker of the house you vote for him yes 
i have voted for a couple of times what do you think of him uh good guy good guy i tried to get all of his office 
to tell him to vote for censure instead of impeachment but i i guess it didn't do any good just been trying to 
piece things together all day long here yeah i want to talk about the moment quite a moment yeah i don't 
doubt it thank you sir i appreciate it uh in dennis hatcher's district this man has been home watching all day 
yes i think it's a sad day for the united states no person even the president can be about the law and i feel 
that this country tree would be better off if he were to step aside but i don't think he will i think that it's sad 
that we're going to have to go to trial i know you didn't support the president but beforehand you did support 


the president before handith do you now change your mind think he should resign no no i don't think so i 
think he's done a good job and what he's done is not a good example for many of the country but i don't think 
it's an impeachable offense so what are the senate trial i think so far it's been a lot of partisan politics 
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far it's been a lot of partisan politics i think it's going to be that way and it's a shame that many of the other 
issues like education housing etc aren't being addressed last word to you sir what did you make of what you 
saw today well i believe that he shouldn't he shouldn't be impeached i believe he's done an excellent job and 
that's going to spread his um duties as president and i believe that that um we should keep a positive eye 
open we should support our president okay i hear you thanks very much to you folks here along the 
magnificent mile in chicago as we said judy folks at home uh many people at home earlier in the day but now 
out shopping life does go on out here in the hinterlands back to you all right jeff lock it sounds like at least 
among that group of people uh this is uh one group at least who does not think the president should be 
removed from office obviously this is not a scientific sampling they happen to be people who were there uh 
on the street uh as jeff flock was there with this camera we are going to take a break with this reminder we 
are told that at four o'clock eastern time president clinton is expected to step out uh in this area this part of 
the white house it's the south grounds and make a statement to the american people just a matter of hours 
after he was impeached by the house of representatives we'll be right back okay you want me to do that a 
picture of the white house on this saturday afternoon 
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saturday afternoon in december and an even closer up picture of the south grounds of the white house there 
the lectern with the symbol of the president of the united states inside that building the president is meeting 
with democrats in the house we presume these are only the democrats who voted against the articles of 
impeachment there were five democrats who voted uh who separated from their own party and voted to 
impeach the president at least on the first article we presume this group meeting with president clinton are 
only the ones who express their support for him we are told we were just talking before this break about how 
quickly the republicans have coalesced and come together in the house to try to come up with a candidate to 
replace bob livingston as the incoming speaker of the house and uh the man who apparently is uh is going to 
be uh the the choice of the majority there dennis hastert representing illinois 14th district is going to have a 
news conference this afternoon at 4 45 eastern cnn will uh will be bringing that to you live this following on 
the heels of president clinton's statement to the american people at four o'clock it's coming up in just about 
12 minutes now to the white house where wolf blitzer you're waiting to see what's going on you know 
interestingly enough uh judy dennis hastert is not well known his name is not well known to a lot of people 
including here in washington certainly not nationally but within the ranks of the republicans within the ranks of 
the house of representatives he's uh highly respected and someone that uh that that is emerging as this front 
runner now to succeed bob livingston as the speaker designate of the house of representatives amazing how 
these things unfold we are waiting for the president to walk 
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we are waiting for the president to walk out of the white house together with a lot of democratic members of 
the house of representatives they will be speaking they will be uh insisting that this was an unfair process 
that president clinton had to endure that it should not go forward that the senate should find an opportunity 
for a quick bipartisan compromise short of impeachment that's code words for a very tough century 
resolution which president clinton has already signaled he would readily accept at this point it will also be 
interesting to see if the first lady emerges with the democratic members and the president for what is in effect 
going to be this pep rally here at the white house to signal that the president is a determined to go forward to 
be to do the nation's work and see to fight this impeachment process as vigorously as he possibly can well if 
you raise the first lady is she has she been with the president today as these votes have been taking place 
as you know she was over at uh uh up on the hill this morning at 8 30 washington time for the her own 


private rally behind closed doors meeting with the democratic leadership thanking them for supporting her 
husband in the face of these very very stiff impeachment articles she did come back here we don't know if 
she was with the president we do know that she that the president during the actual first vote uh on the first 
article of impeachment which of course passed he was with his spiritual his his minister an advisor uh the 
reverend tony kampala of philadelphia who was with him tony kampala walking past our position here later 
leaving the white house telling us that he prayed with the president he described the president uh as being 
upbeat about the prospects for uh avoiding uh being thrown out being uh thrown out of the uh the presidency 
but at the same time he described the president as quote very tired wolf is it gonna change things for this 
president to be in this very strange period of having been impeached by the house waiting to see if he can 
work out a censure by the senate 
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censure by the senate i mean whatever they say about being determined to press ahead with the nation's 
business and so forth it has to be a very very unusual time for them well the biggest fear that some of his uh 
some of his supporters some of his advisers have is that it could affect him emotionally that's one of the 
reason why the democratic house members have come over here that he he could get depressed uh he is a 
student of history he knows what this means he knows that this is the last thing of course any president 
would want to see happen and they just want to make sure that he is he continues to be focused uh 
president clinton is well known for compartmentalizing but even the great compartmentalizer is going to have 
a very difficult time in the next few weeks getting through this process wolf if i could just interrupt i'm told that 
uh representative christopher cox uh conservative republican from california is at a stakeout talking with 
reporters we're going to take you there now whether it's hanukkah just finished ramadan commencing or 
christmas week we have plenty enough all of us in our professional lives and our families to deal with right 
now deal with that would you be asking any other members to trying to sound the amount on whether you 
would make a vote the proper and the normal way for the house of representatives to select its leaders is for 
members to make that determination themselves by talking to one another by feeding out one another's 
positions by gaining an understanding of the vision that each of us might have for the coming session of 
congress for the next two years and of course it isn't too difficult to imagine in just over 600 days that there 
will be an election for the white house as well all of these things are best discussed in our internal leadership 
contests among members themselves right now we have a lot of people headed for the airport headed for 
airplanes finally getting back to their homes and their families even members of congress even 
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families even members of congress even leaders of our government engaged in weighted business such as 
this appreciate the opportunity uh to celebrate the holidays with family it sounds like you are potentially a 
candidate and you're going to be working the phones over the next two weeks actually right now i'm headed 
to a leadership meeting we've had two leadership meetings already during the course of the day and we're 
having another one just now because setting our schedule and getting that word out to members some of 
them are still in town and and the rest of whom are uh winging their way back home is vitally important mr 
carson mr speaker mr gingrich spoke up and endorsed mr haster in the meeting that just finished and talked 
about the qualities it takes to be an effective speaker do you agree with speaker gingrich's assessment of 
what it takes to be a good speaker and what those qualities and if you agree with his assessment on mr 
haster certainly uh nobody is more expert about the job of being speaker than the person who is just 
stepping down and i respect newt as a former speaker of the house as a current speaker of the house frankly 
and as a visionary leader that helped us win an historic election in 1994 and an historic election again in 
1996 and again in 1998 the member or members that will step forward to succeed speaker gingrich will 
undoubtedly be uh a close friend of mine uh a person that i respect un whomever it is and of course as you 
know i ran for speaker just a few weeks ago at the same time that bob livingston ran and that is very much in 
prospect again his endorsement the fact that mr hastert is the chief deputy whip and has that organization 
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that organization is those members at his disposal do you think that makes that much more difficult for your 
candidacy well i i think first of all you're getting ahead of yourself as i said i think this is up to our members uh 
it's important to point out that none of the people that you're talking about has announced his or her 
candidacy for the speakership this is not the day to do that uh second uh it's very clear that these are all 
people who respect one another who work together who sit side by side you mentioned uh danny hastert i sit 
next to him in the government form an oversight committee where i've been vice chairman uh he and i 
belong to a group that gets together every wednesday at 5. he's been a good friend of mine for 10 years and 
there are other people that you have not mentioned that uh would make outstanding speakers of the house 
uh all of the people that i know that might be interested or ought to be interested uh i have enormous respect 
for are good friends of mine and that's the nature of this it isn't uh the kind of thing where you've got 
someone running against another individual because they strongly disagree with that person or think that 
they would be the uh negative to their positive or positive or they're negative rather this is a question of who 
among our own we wish to have lead the majority and as i've said many many times the speaker of the 
house is the speaker of the whole house and there never has that been a more important uh fact to observe 
than uh now when our partisan majority is quite narrow mr cox what's it gonna take for you to republican 
christopher cox of california newport beach california i believe just elected to his sixth term last month 
making it clear that the selection of the next speaker among the republicans is not a done deal he's sounding 
very much like a candidate he reminds us that he ran against bob livingston he didn't succeed then but it 
sounds like he's not prepared to accept the notion uh frank frank sesner you and i were 
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uh frank frank sesner you and i were just talking about there's an effort to put a move together for dennis 
hastert the president of the united states i'm told is just moments away from stepping out on the south 
grounds of the white house to speak to the american people we have a camera there we're going to bring 
that to you just as soon as it happens john king is at the white house uh john uh tell us anything you've 
learned about this meeting that's been underway judy the president in the residence portion of the white 
house meeting with house democrats that part described mainly as a pep rally democrats making clear to the 
president that they want him to stand by instead stay in office and not answer these republican calls for his 
resignation now that he has been impeached we're told outside here when the president comes out we'll get 
a mixed message from the president himself we're told the president will say that he's determined to stay on 
that he's disappointed by this vote but that he thinks the best way to bring all this to an end this nearly year- 
long political drama now is for some quick bipartisan solution in the senate we're also expecting a much 
more partisan message from the president's aides and from the house democrats on hand they will make the 
case we're told that this has been a republican vendetta against the president the today's votes the two 
articles of impeachment that were approved approved largely on party line votes and that they think the 
president should stay on and that the country not only wants him to stay on but wants all this brought to an 
end john i want to ask you the same question i posed to wolf just a few moments ago and that is how strange 
is it going to be for the white house to be to have a president who's been impeached by one of the two 
houses of congress facing a trial in the other 
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facing a trial in the other other body how is that going to affect his ability to do his job every day well that is 
the big question here and it is the political dynamic the white house fears most that there will now be calls 
that the president should step down because he cannot govern effectively that a senate trial would paralyze 
the government for three four maybe even six months the white house very worried about that political 
environment as it prepares to make its case in the senate that's why the president wanted to speak out today 
and have an enthusiastic audience on hand to make it clear that he wants to fight on that he hopes for a 
bipartisan compromise and that he has no plans of resigning very difficult though the president as he's dealt 
with this situation this week not only the impeachment debate but the situation in iraq has been preparing his 
state of the union address has been preparing his new budget aides the whole time wondering if this 
president can be effective at all even many of his own aides questioning whether anything can get done in 


the final two years of his term assuming he survives because of the partisan atmosphere in washington 
these past several months particularly these past several days john it's jeff greenfield four different times this 
year the president's tried to address this issue in one way another it seems to always have been a disaster 
from the famous finger wag to the august 17 speech to the 81 questions to his speech last friday are they 
aware of this track record as they prepared today's remarks they certainly know that when the president has 
tried to address the substance of this issue he has generally suffered either either politically here in 
washington or legally with the independent council that's why we're told to look for a much more broader 
political message from the president the president has done in the past when he's been in crisis he has done 
well when he has framed this as him against the republicans as when he has framed it as an effort to keep 
him from doing his job we're told that will be the president's message today the thing again the white house 
is worried about most is the idea that now that the president has been impeached more and more 
republicans saying he should step aside and resign spare the country a senate trial the white house does not 
want that sentiment to catch on with the american public so the main objective for the president 
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so the main objective for the president today is to make clear he has no no no no thoughts of stepping down 
john given the momentary stun and stunned and this disarrayed picture in the republican party might not the 
president also extend an olive branch to the republicans the president certainly bernie we're told by our 
sources will say that he thinks it's time for an end to the what people have been calling all day the the politics 
of personal destruction again ask for a quick bipartisan compromise in the senate make clear that he 
believes he should be held accountable for his actions just that he simply doesn't believe they rise to the 
level of his being removed from office now the president has made the case for months that they don't rise to 
the level of impeachment and obviously today he became the second president in history impeached by the 
house of representatives the senate known as a more deliberative body known as a less partisan body the 
president now hoping that he can negotiate on better terms in the senate one thing we should remember this 
is a president with very few personal relationships with people in the u s congress that has made it more 
difficult for this president particularly in the house because of the 1995 budget battle because of the themes 
of the president's 1996 re-election campaign the white house believes it has a better chance in the senate 
but certainly as we have learned these past 11 months a very unpredictable political environment when it 
comes to the monica lewinsky scandal and since he sent his white house press secretary lockhart out earlier 
to express mr clinton's thoughts about bob livingston the speaker-elect not only resigning the speakership 
but also planning in six months to leave his louisiana house seat conceivably the president might have 
something to say about mr livingston whether he will address it directly himself here we don't know but that 
again part of a quick white house political reaction one to deliver a high-minded message that people should 
not have to resign that there should not be this microscopic look at people's personal lives but also the white 
house was in a mini panic about that very quickly worried that if speaker livingston resigned that again in this 
political climate there would be more calls for the president to follow suit 
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the president to follow suit already the speaker gingrich the current speaker's press secretary said that 
president clinton could end all this today if he would just follow the example of bob livingston the white house 
does not want resignation to become the talk of the country wants to quash that talk today make it clear 
citing the polls that the will of the american people is that this be brought to a quick conclusion john do we 
know who came to the white house to see the president initially judy this was to be just the eight members of 
the house democratic leadership led by obviously the democratic leader dick gephart and his top deputies 
but after the first lady went to the house democratic caucus this morning gave what we're told was quite an 
emotional and rousing speech to them other members asked if they could come along too so they actually 
had some buses to bring members down we've seen dozens of the 200 democrats come down to the white 
house exactly how many we don't know but what was supposed to be a crowd of eight for a small relatively 
low key event will now be a large crowd for a pep rally john interesting that subject who went in i'm 
wondering whether there were any members of the united states senate democrats who potentially would be 


jurors in a senate trial one is here bernie senator-elect chuck schumer of new york who is a member of the 
house a member of the judiciary committee who voted no on impeachment in committee voted no again on 
the floor and has already said he will vote no vote not to convict the president if this comes the full course 
and runs a trial in the senate no other members of the senate here again that part of the very carefully 
calculated political strategy the white house employing right now it's looking to start over in the senate 
looking to strike a much more bipartisan tone the house democrats will deliver the partisan message here 
today the president's aides will deliver that message no senators here today because the white house hoping 
and actually hoping very urgently between now and when the senate comes back in january to change the 
climate of this debate to convince the republican leadership that there's not a strong case against the 
president that the best way out of this is a quick bipartisan censure deal 
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bipartisan censure deal and the part of that white house argument will be that if you look at the polls right 
now the republican congress and its lowest standing in months part of the white house political argument is 
not only is it in the best interest of this democratic president to get back to work but that the republican 
congress would do a much better job of carrying favor with the voters if it got back to legislative business as 
well speaking of polls john we know this white house is fond of looking at them what have they been seeing 
in the numbers that have come out over the last week or two about just how strong the president's position is 
the president's surface approval ratings remain quite high in the 60 range in our polling as well as in the 
white house polling what they do worry about here at the white house again more and more americans open 
to this idea that if there is going to be a lengthy senate trial should the president perhaps step aside in the 
best interest of the country those numbers rising not at any alarming scale yet our white house sources tell 
us but getting to a point that makes them worry they also say the white house officials tell us that the last two 
elections have been a race for what they call in washington the political center moderates and they say that 
the republican numbers in that area have nosedived that the public more and more views the republicans as 
more conservative more radical and that will be part of the white house message to the senate that this it's in 
the best interest of senate republicans to get back to business because they're suffering in the polls as well 
but again this a very unpredictable climate nobody knows how this will play out that's why the president 
wants it over as soon as possible john as we wait for the president to come out and there we go the 
president walking across and we see mrs clinton with him and uh they are making their way to that camera 
position there on the south grounds they've just come from the residence and they're actually walking along 
the portico there is my mic open i'm told that they are going to the oval office they're going to come along the 
culinary judy you see the president the vice president the democratic leader richard gephardt of missouri and 
also john podesta the 
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of missouri and also john podesta the white house chief of staff and the first lady to the president's right we're 
told here that mr podesta will speak mr gephardt followed by the vice president and then the president we 
were not told in advance that the first lady would have a speaking role but obviously she is here as well to 
show support for her husband as the president makes his way past the oval office there and he's going to 
step inside for a moment obviously john you were talking about the white house being concerned about uh 
what's going to happen in the senate for all sorts of obvious reasons is it possible now to name any particular 
democratic senators who the white house is worried about as potential defect excuse me defectors if this 
were to come to trial well one they're worried about not necessarily as a defector but as a defender of the 
constitution someone who wants a trial bobby byrd of west virginia he is a stickler for the rules in the senate 
and he has already met with this current senate senate senate democratic leader tom daschle to say this 
process should run its constitutional course if you remember back when the star report first came out the 
president's biggest political problem was in the senate not the house that was a surprise to many people in 
washington because of the partisan nature of the debate in recent weeks white house officials now feel 
confident that much like in the house there would be very few defections if this ever came all the way to a 
trial and a vote on whether to convict the president again they hope that doesn't happen though the president 


has spoken to the democratic leader tom daschle in the last 48 hours reached out to senator ed kennedy of 
massachusetts among others his friends in the senate asking them for advice john bro of louisiana always a 
close friend of this president known as a deal maker in the senate he would be important and two former 
senators might play a very big role here the president asking former senate majority leader george mitchell a 
democrat to take a lead role in his defense expecting a yes from former senator mitchell in the next few days 
also the president reaching out to his 
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also the president reaching out to his opponent in the 1996 presidential election the former senate majority 
leader on the republican side bob dole asking senator dole in a much more informal way to help we see the 
democrats coming in here i'm going to step down so we can see some of the members of congress filing in 
as well that's right john we wanted to uh to interrupt you just for a moment to explain who these people are 
these are democratic members of the house of representatives all of whom joined in in an unsuccessful effort 
to defeat two articles of impeachment against the president looks like a pretty substantial group frank says 
no i just like to make a point here judy this is a very very important moment for the president because it is it 
has been the president against the world to a very large extent up until now by this demonstration of 
solidarity here it becomes the president and the democrats to they're not all there but it is the democratic 
party in that picture with dick gephardt walking with al gore and mrs clinton you know clearly gephardt and 
gore have not been the best of chums nor has gephardt with and they may be running against one another 
for president someday who knows but you know there's certainly talk of that although hart's been throttling 
back but this is critical to the president's case i just think the point also what we made that that the question 
about what happens in the senate becomes very critical because there are those and i talked to one 
democratic senator who said don't be so sure that there will be a solid failings of votes to acquit among 
democrats uh there are some names floated around certainly uh uh new york retiring new york senator 
moynihan has not been a big fan of the president in many specific policy areas uh bob kerry once called him 
an unusually good liar i mean there are some concerns there uh that that as the trial goes on and the perjury 
case becomes becomes made i don't think they know for sure that they've got all those democrats on their 
side john king i wanted to ask you about the name that jeff mentioned pat moynihan of new york retiring any 
concerns okay on the democratic side as jeff has 
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on the democratic side as jeff has mentioned a frequent critic of this president as is bob carey one of the 
messages the white house will make to senators like senator moynihan one of his major projects one of the 
things he hopes to accomplish before he retires is another step toward bipartisan social security reform any 
progress on big issues like that particularly issues that have such a potential to be so partisan it depends on 
in the white house view and in the view of even the republicans in washington putting this beside us nobody 
thinks if there's a four-month six-month senate trial that much work will get done toward reforming social 
security and other legislative priorities of both parties john are you able to get close enough to any of these 
members at this point to talk with them or are they still uh or do they have you behind a rope line they have 
us politely behind a rope line judy the secret service in the garden here waiting for the president to come out 
we will try to corral some of these democrats on the way out but for now they're standing by waiting for the 
president you see right up there in the front row john conyers of michigan obviously a familiar face to 
americans these past few weeks as he has led the democrats on the judiciary committee in fighting this 
impeachment battle obviously a losing cause in the committee but he has been the democratic leader these 
past few weeks and for these past few days on the floor of the house of representatives close but so far 
away we know john that you're off camera there to the left of our viewers screen i know that because i saw 
you about 10 minutes ago but we'll just have to wait and see i'm certain they'll be willing to talk uh quite freely 
once the principals have made their remarks the message they want to deliver bernie is that this has been a 
process unfair to the president running contrary to the will of the american people if you believe the public 
opinion polls the democrats very interested as this moves on to the senate of making the case that the 
president has not been treated fairly and let's talk bald politics for a minute many democrats believed 


regardless of what happens to president clinton that this debate will help them heading into the 2000 
elections 65 of the republicans who voted yes on at least one article of impeachment today have districts that 
president clinton 
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have districts that president clinton carried in the 1996 presidential election not a subject people want to talk 
openly about because this is about such a grave constitutional issue the impeachment of a president but 
democrats also see the potential for some political gain out of the debate we've seen in washington the past 
few weeks frank sesno's point a moment ago about how you cannot uh over emphasize the importance of 
this picture that this is not just the president coming out alone or just the president and the minority leader 
gephardt this is the president and what appears to be dozens of democrats from the house of 
representatives uh people who stood with him and now you see the door to the oval office has opened that's 
chris enschel one of the president's personal aides bringing the president's remarks up to the podium which 
generally means we're a minute or two away from seeing the president out here i was just going to say we 
can see a picture perhaps that you're not able to yet john this is the president the first lady with her arm her 
hand through his arm followed closely by the vice president and i don't know judy i have but i could swear i 
just saw the president uh brushed what may have been tears away from both eyes i don't want to leap to 
conclusions here but he was he clearly did that uh and you know arm in arm this has been just an amazing 
day and we're going to hear from the president and others enough is enough that's what you're going to hear 
it's going to be about his life and this investigation about bob livingston and they're going to be really 
launching a full-scale offensive to save this presidency it starts right here good on behalf of the president and 
the first lady the vice president mr 
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lady the vice president mr mrs gore the white house and the entire administration i want to thank the 
members who came here today and all the members who stood stood with you on the floor of the house over 
the past several days thank you for standing up for what you believe in thank you for standing up for fairness 
thank you for standing up for the american people thank you for standing up for the constitution and thank 
you for doing so with dignity and determination passion and patriotism i would like to introduce a man who 
has done so much for our country a great leader a great friend of the american people congressman dick 
deb hart mr president mr vice president first lady hillary clinton we've just witnessed a partisan vote that was 
a disgrace to our country and our constitution chairman henry hyde once called impeachment the ultimate 
weapon and said that for it to succeed ultimately it has to be bipartisan the fact that a vote as important as 
this occurred in such a partisan way violated the spirit of our democracy we must turn away now from the 
politics of personal destruction and return to a politics of values the american people deserve better than 
what they've received over these long five months they want their congress to bring this issue to a speedy 
compromise closure 


01:00:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=WaFolr_Yu-M&t=3603s 





compromise closure and they want their president twice elected to his office to continue his work fighting for 
their priorities the democratic in the the democratic caucus in the house will continue to stand alongside our 
president and we will work to enact the agenda that we were sent here to pass we look forward to supporting 
his agenda in the upcoming session of congress the president has demonstrated his effectiveness as a 
national and world leader in the face of intense and unprecedented negative attacks by his opponents i'm 
confident that he will continue to do so for the rest of his elected term of office despite the worst efforts of the 
republican leadership in the house the constitution will bear up under the strain and our nation will survive 
the constitutional process about to play out in the united states senate will hopefully finally be fair and allow 
us to put an end to this sad chapter of our history ladies and gentlemen it is now my honor to present our 
great vice president of these united states al gore thank you very much mr leader to you and 
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thank you very much mr leader to you and to david bonyer and to the entire democratic caucus leadership 
thank you for what you have done for our country i would also like to single out for special thanks and praise 
congressman john conyers and all of the members of the judiciary committee who are present here today 
and to you dick gephardt i would like to repeat a judgment that i made to the smaller group earlier you and i 
came here on the same day 22 years ago and in all that time i don't believe i have heard a finer speech on 
the floor of the house of representatives and the one that you delivered this morning but in all that time i do 
believe this is the saddest day i have seen in our nation's capital because today's vote in the house of 
representatives disregarded the plain wishes and good will of the american people and the plain meaning of 
our constitution let me say simply the president has acknowledged that what he did was wrong but we must 
all acknowledge that invoking the solemn power of impeachment in the cause of partisan politics is wrong 
wrong for our constitution wrong for the united states of america republican leaders would not even allow the 
members of the house of representatives to cast the vote they wanted to they were not allowed to vote their 
conscience what happened as a result does a great disservice to a man i believe will be regarded in the 
history books as one of our greatest presidents there is no doubt in my mind that the verdict of history will 
undo the unworthy judgment rendered 
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will undo the unworthy judgment rendered a short while ago in the united states capital but we do not have to 
wait for history instead let us live up to the ideals of this season let us reach out to one another and reach out 
for what is best in ourselves our history and our country let us heal this land not tear it apart let us move 
forward not toward bitter and angry division our founders anticipated that there might be a day like this one 
when excessive partisanship unlocked a form of vitriol and vehemence that hurts our nation we all know that 
a process that wounds good people in both parties does no service to this country what america needs is not 
resignations but the renewal of civility respect for one another decency toward each other and the certain 
belief that together we can serve this land and make a better life for all of our people that is what president 
clinton has done that is what he is doing and that is what he will continue to do for the next two years i feel 
extremely privileged privileged to have been able to serve with him as his partner for the past six years and i 
look forward to serving with him for the next two years i have seen him close at hand day after day making 
the most important decisions about peace prosperity and our future and making them always by asking what 
is right for the american people what is right for all of the american 
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what is right for all of the american people i know him i know his wonderful first lady i know his i know his 
heart and his will and i have seen his work six years ago he was left with the highest budget deficit in history 
and he ended it six years ago he was handed a failing economy today because of his leadership we are on 
the verge of the longest period of peacetime prosperity in all of american history and i know nothing will stop 
him from doing the job that the american people sent him here to do i say to you today president william 
jefferson clinton will continue and will complete his mission on behalf of the american people i'm proud to 
present to you my friend america's great president bill clinton thank you very much thank you good afternoon 
let me begin by expressing my profound and heartfelt thanks to congressman gephardt and the leadership 
and all the members of the democratic caucus for what they did today i thank the few brave republicans who 
withstood enormous pressure to stand with them for the plain meaning of the constitution and for the 
proposition that we need to pull together to move beyond partisanship to get on with the business of our 


01:08:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=WagFolr_Yu-M&t=4080s 





to get on with the business of our country i thank the millions upon millions of american citizens who have 
expressed their support and their friendship to hillary to me to our family and to our administration during 
these last several weeks the words of the members here with me and others who were a part of their 
endeavor in defense of our constitution we're powerful and moving and i will never forget them the question 
is what are we going to do now i have accepted responsibility for what i did wrong in my personal life and i 


have invited members of congress to work with us to find a reasonable bipartisan and proportionate 
response that approach was rejected today by republicans in the house but i hope it will be embraced by the 
senate i hope there will be a constitutional and fair means of resolving this matter in a prompt manner 
meanwhile i will continue to do the work of the american people we still after all have to save social security 
and medicare for the 21st century we have to give all our children world-class schools we have to pass a 
patient's bill of rights we have to make sure the economic turbulence around the world does not curb our 
economic opportunity here at home we have to keep america the world's strongest force for peace and 
freedom in short we have a lot to do before we enter the 21st century and we still have to keep working to 
build that elusive one america i have talked so much about for six years now i have done everything i could 
to bring our country together across the lines that divide us including bringing washington together across 
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bringing washington together across party lines out in the country people are pulling together but just as 
america is coming together it must look from the country's point of view like washington is coming apart i 
want to echo something mr gephardt said it is something i have felt strongly all my life we must stop the 
politics of personal destruction we must get rid of the poisonous venom of excessive partisanship obsessive 
animosity and uncontrolled anger that is not what america deserves that is not what america is about and we 
are doing well now we are a good and decent country but we have significant challenges we have to face in 
order to do it right we have to have some atmosphere of decency and civility some presumption of good faith 
some sense of proportionality and balance in bringing judgment against those who are in different parties we 
have important work to do we need a constructive debate that has all the different voices in this country 
heard in the halls of congress i want the american people to know today that i am still committed to working 
with people of good faith and good will of both parties to do what's best for our country to bring our nation 
together to lift our people up to move us all forward together it's what i've tried to do for six years it's what i 
intend to do for two more 
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it's what i intend to do for two more until the last hour of the last day of my term so with profound gratitude for 
the defense of the constitution and the best in america that was raised today by the members here and those 
who join them i ask the american people to move with me to go on from here to rise of other rancor to 
overcome the pain and division to be a repairer of the breach all of us to make this country as one america 
what it can and must be for our children in the new century about the dawn thank you very much you said 
that it must look to americans like washington is coming apart foreign the president making it crystal clear 
that he has no intention of resigning if that's what any members of the republican party or even of his own 
party wanted him to do he said i intend to continue doing this until the last hour of the last day of my term uh 
he talked about the country needing to pull together he repeated the line we heard just moments earlier from 
dick gephardt he said we must stop the politics of personal destruction a reference to what his own 
presidency frankly has been consumed with and we've seen in the last few days that republicans can be 
caught up in 
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republicans can be caught up in as well and referring specifically to his situation his predicament having 
been impeached by the house of representatives and looking ahead to what might or might not happen in the 
senate he says that he hopes from the senate will come a reasonable bipartisan and proportionate response 
to his transgressions jeff greenfield uh i was thinking about sending the david marines president clinton's 
biographer uh once wrote that the pres whatever things are going well for the president that's when he gets 
into serious trouble and he has he is at his best when things are worse if that is true then then he should be 
starting to be at his very very best uh the speech uh i hate this cliche but it is vintage clinton in that it 
relentlessly pursues what he believes and what the polls have shown is his strongest point that his people 
regard him as an effective leader as an effective president there was very little about his personal problem 


here i think he made one reference to i've acknowledged what i did wrong in my personal life and then it was 
the agenda the 21st century here's what we have to do a line that he has used ever since new hampshire six 
and a half years ago i want to go back to the work of the american people and i take it that's the theme we'll 
be hearing for the next few days frank sesno washington bureau chief taking notes taking notes and listening 
we're going to hear that we heard the themes today we'll be hearing that this was an unjust process that the 
uh it's up to the senate now to find a fair way out which is what the american people want as jeff said coming 
right out of the polls and finally that it's time to move on uh with with the business at hand and enough is 
enough stop the politics of personal destruction that's become almost a mantra but you know i've got in front 
of me bernie and the president's trying to move on here that's fine that's his that's his his right but i've got in 
front of me article three let's remember the president of the united states has been impeached and article 3 
says honor about december 17 that he corruptly encourage a witness uh to uh to provide them perjurious 
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uh to uh to provide them perjurious false and misleading testimony he did that and that's what he's got to 
deal with now this is the court of public opinion but he's all and that's very important but he's also got to work 
in the court of the senate opinion in the words of his running mate and vice president al gore of tennessee 
quote this is the saddest day i've seen in our nation's capital unquote i would say that washington is a city of 
quivering lips over the articles that were voted by the house and over the resignation of speaker-elect 
livingston and his decision to step down from that louisiana house seat in six months and it allows the 
president to say let's be i want to be the repairer of the breach that was a refrain from his second inaugural 
address if i'm not mistaken and and to take the high ground and to connect with the three-quarters of 
americans in our polls that say washington's out of control as we watch the president and the first lady uh 
return to the oval office uh followed there by vice president gore uh we are we're here reflecting what these 
democrats are saying but we all realize that the republicans have left this debate pleased with what's 
happened there are a number of them who feel very strongly that this president did wrong that he broke the 
law that he should have been impeached and that they did the right thing by passing these articles of 
impeachment quickly to interject judy betty curry the president's personal secretary in that red sweater jacket 
applauding her boss whose name by the way is uh is mentioned in the language of the third article of 
impeachment alleging obstruction of justice wolf blitzer well when we saw betty curry through the window the 
president's private secretary looked like she was wiping tears from her eyes obviously very excited 
applauding she's hugging the president right now as he walked out out of the oval office into the private uh 
little office to where she where she operates out of that window i think that's gene sperling the head of the 
national economic council who just walked into the oval office next to her all of the white house staff has 
gathered inside the oval office 
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has gathered inside the oval office uh there you see the uh the oval office itself the president and the first 
lady obviously very very uh relieved that so many of the democrats have now come over from the house of 
representatives to express their confidence their vote of confidence to encourage them to stick through this 
very very difficult ordeal the most difficult ordeal for any president to have to go through this kind of an 
impeachment process president clinton saying if there was anyone who thought that he had any doubts 
anyone who thought that this president might step down mr clinton making it abundantly clear he is going to 
fight he's going to stay on as hard as he can through the very last hours of his term one other observation in 
betty curry we noted that she uh hugged her boss and kissed him on the cheek you saw her go like this an 
oh my gosh expression i i infer from that that somebody told her betty you were just on nationwide television 
and she stepped out of the picture john king also there bernie a little just jostling here in the rose garden as 
people head back inside the president left it to others to say some of the more interesting things here today 
congressman gephardt the democratic leader calling today's vote a disgrace to the country trying again to 
convince the american people this was an unfair process and then we heard the vice president talk about 
how he has served this president the past six years said that he was convinced that history would change 
the wrong that was done today to use the vice president's word and record bill clinton as one of the greatest 


presidents in history obviously the verdict on this day is that he is the only the second president in history 
ever to be impeached by the house of representatives the vice president making the case that the president 
would come out of this process looking much better down the road that of course the big question in 
washington now as this process moves on to the senate and speaking of the senate our own candy crowley 
who covers that distinguished institution is there at the capitol candy tell us what is next in this process we 
already have seen henry hyde others uh he selected from the republic from the 
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he selected from the republic from the judiciary committee all republicans bring the actual articles of 
impeachment over to the secretary of the senate well next in the process basically judy is uh quite simple the 
senators need to learn what the process is to that end the senate legal office has put out this 28-page 
document to all the senators send it to them telling them what the rules are about handling impeachment 
articles in the senate and handling a trial contains a lot of information let me just read you a couple of things 
the first is no formal rules of evidence buying the senate during an impeachment trial the senate has felt free 
to make its own determination as to the admissibility of evidence in any case there is also this on the role of 
a senator in an impeachment trial no precise analog exists for the role of a senator in an impeachment trial 
so there are a lot of rules and then there are no rules so they have to figure this out uh both the senate 
majority of their trent lott and tom daschle the democratic leader have said that they believe constitutionally 
there must be a trial that does not mean that there can't be a deal made at some point although trent lott 
seems to have ruled that out in some manner there may be one underway there may be one that could come 
once the trial is underway let me just tell you that senator daschle uh put out a statement again echoing uh 
the democratic line that uh it has been an unfair partisan process thus far he also calls the behavior of the 
president in this matter deplorable and said his actions merit serious punishment but he did say the recent 
calls for the president's resignation must be absolutely rejected uh patrick leahy who we heard on our air 
earlier did talk and is talking about the idea of a center paul wellstone a liberal democrat has said that he 
believes the president's actions were not impeachable and that he believes a bipartisan censure should be 
put together that doesn't mean there will be one quickly there are proceedings there are 
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quickly there are proceedings there are rules we will see a trial according to both the majority minority leader 
when it just isn't clear candy in an interview earlier here on cnn vermont uh democrat patrick lee said 
something that was very very interesting we're all wondering about television cameras microphones he said 
the senate doors will be closed and things will in effect be conducted in secret right the trial itself that is if 
there are witnesses if it gets that far that sort of thing will be in the open um where the senators will sit quietly 
if you can imagine such a thing and not say anything while it goes on but in these rules are just what senator 
leahy talked about and that is that when the senators go in to discuss things amongst themselves perhaps a 
a ruling on evidence or that sort of thing or in fact the final verdict uh they're supposed to do that behind 
closed doors now the lovely thing about the senate is that they have rules to get around rules and they can 
always uh make up new ones so that's what senator leahy was talking about he obviously thinks that the 
deliberations should be in public um it's it's a new day and age since these rules have been written i imagine 
there'll be a lot of talk about them candy from you we're going to travel back to the white house where our 
wolf blitzer is talking with a young woman who used to work for hillary clinton well judy i'm i'm joined here by 
lisa caputo who was the first lady's former press secretary who's here at the white house right now you know 
the first lady quite well what motivated her this morning to go up to capitol hill and and speak out on behalf of 
her husband well there's no better messenger of the president than the first lady and every time he's down 
she is there ready willing and able to defend him and i think that the members wanted to hear from her and 
from what i understand it was incredibly warm and quite unbelievable reception she had this morning but 
she's been relatively silent these past four months and coming out fighting for her husband leading the 
defense campaign she is a lawyer she has been involved in these kinds of political battles why did it take so 
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political battles why did it take so long for her to get directly so openly involved in this fight well i think you 
have to remember she may not have been publicly involved and i know there's been a lot of clamor for her 
where is she publicly in fact she has done two things she's reasserted her zone of privacy around this issue 
she feels it's a very personal private issue second she stayed true to herself into the issues that she believes 
in women children and family and those are the issues that people want to hear about i will say i think that 
she has been quite involved behind the scenes as she usually is in times like this and i think what she's done 
is she has gone about her business which she feels is the best way to handle this situation but hasn't been 
has indeed been involved behind the scenes okay lisa caputo was kind of you to join us on what's been a 
difficult day for president clinton and the first lady back to you judy and bernie wolfe uh are the shouts out 
here in the background two more years two more years yes out here on pennsylvania avenue there are a lot 
of demonstrators uh some are complaining about the us involvement in iraq some are supporting the 
president some are opposing the president and uh we're relatively close so you can hear a very you know 
various comments being being hurled towards us some not so favorable towards the news media what are 
some of those i believe it's hard to believe that there are complaints uh about the way we do our reporting i 
we cannot imagine wolf uh from you let's go to another one of our favorite correspondents bob franken is at 
the capitol bob i assume you've been watching the members stream out of that building oh yes indeed and of 
course the democrats we're going to go instead to dick gephardt cannot and he must not resign and i uh 
heard him very clearly say that he will not resign and i think that's a very important thing for us to have said 
to him and for us to have heard back we believe that there must be a bipartisan compromise in this process 
and fairness 
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in this process and fairness and we hope and believe that that can be achieved in the senate and we're 
going to work hard to try to encourage senators to try to reach that result as quickly as humanly possible he 
was also told that we are very proud of what we've been able to accomplish in working with him over the last 
six years and we look forward to getting back to the issues that the american people care most about and 
want us to be working on fixing social security improving education improving health care and dealing with 
the kitchen table everyday problems that our constituents are right now worrying about and thinking about so 
it was a very good meeting a very positive meeting and we leave here for the holiday season but look 
forward to coming back early and beginning the work with this president on the kitchen table everyday 
problems that our people at home face mrs he expressed his feelings about being the first presidency of 
people he said at the top of the meeting how saddened this has made him and how sorry he is that we all 
had to go through this he has apologized to us in a very sincere way on a number of occasions but today 
was as somber and as genuine and as meaningful as anything that we have heard and in the time that we 
have been with him i think this is a president who is deeply saddened at what has happened and what he 
has caused all of us not just us but the american people were you the one who informed the president that 
livingston resigned and is the democratic party upset with 
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and is the democratic party upset with livingston's resignation and asking the president to follow suit and 
resign because of extramarital i did i did not tell him about bob livingston's uh decision he i'm sure heard 
about it as you all did um what i said on the floor today i really mean the politics of slash and burn has got to 
end and the only way it ends is if people of will all people will it to end we are at a state in our country where 
politics is almost coming up to violence politics is a substitute for violence but when you have these back and 
forth character smears and personal attacks you're coming right up to violence it must stop it must end i as i 
said on the floor hope bob livingston reconsiders his decision to resign i do not believe he should and i 
believe that we have to begin to heal this country and maybe we can begin to do that are there anything in 
that that surprised you i'm sorry anything in the vote itself the actual vote that surprised you today no it was a 
completely partisan vote uh the republicans got 98 percent of their uh group foreign impeachment we got 98 
percent of our group against impeachment and i must tell you that that is not the way impeachment's 


supposed to work henry hyde at the start of this process said impeachment is the ultimate act under the 
constitution and that it for it to succeed it must be bipartisan now people have asked me why didn't 
democrats vote for impeachment in greater numbers and my answer is 
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answer is unlike 1974 when a greater number of republicans voted for impeachment we have been vast vast 
majority for the last 45 minutes or so to democrats very very unhappy democrats because their president bill 
clinton has been impeached today by the house of representatives unhappy has to be the understatement of 
the of the decade uh on the other hand there are members of another party while they say they are 
saddened by the process felt very strongly they were doing the right thing bob franken at the capitol isn't that 
the case i mean we've we have been hearing the democrats and they have a point of view the republicans 
have their point of view as well well the republicans say that this was necessary that the president committed 
crimes and deserved to be impeached so that's what they did they have in fact sent the process to the 
senate now where the issue will be should president clinton be removed from office of course the republicans 
today were also startled by some disarray in their party when the man who was going to be the speaker bob 
livingston surprised everybody during his floor speech on the matter and said that he was going to resign and 
what happened immediately then was that the republicans started applying pressure to president clinton 
while you should resign too you should do the honorable thing uh bob livingston who got caught up they 
believe in a much lesser scandal if i can use that word decided to resign republicans immediately started 
saying over and over again president clinton do the same thing and of course basically you had the word 
from the white house it isn't going to happen judy the president has been impeached but not the commander- 
in-chief blitzer bernie the white house has just announced that president clinton will meet with his top national 
security advisers at 5 15 eastern time if that's around 25 minutes to discuss the latest situation involving iraq 
bernie the president will bring over the defense secretary william cohen general hugh shelton the chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff secretary of state 
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joint chiefs of staff secretary of state madeleine albright of course the national security adviser sandy berger 
white house chief of staff john podesta uh and cia director george tenet also participate in these meetings 
president clinton is awaiting a recommendation from general hugh shelton the chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff whether to complete this mission whether the objectives have been achieved whether all the targets 
have been hit once he gets a recommendation from general shelton he will decide whether in fact to 
terminate operation desert fox which of course is now in its fourth day hey indeed wolf and i'm quickly turning 
to paige umpteenth in my notebook to find out exactly what secretary of defense william cohen said at that 
pentagon briefing carried live earlier on cnn at one point he was asked about the duration of the airstrikes 
and the president's secretary of defense said the operations will continue until the president decide that the 
mission is completed he makes that decision bernie of course but only upon the recommendation of the 
chairman of the joint chiefs and so he's awaiting a recommendation wolf blitzer at the white house cnn 
correspondents elsewhere here in washington around the world and definitely in baghdad our live coverage 
of all these fast-breaking events will continue in just a moment lighted christmas trees beneath the north 
portico of the people's house the white house 1600 pennsylvania avenue a scene of peace on earth but 
there have been seismic developments in the nation's capital this day and cnn continues its live coverage 
reporting what has happened i'm bernard shaw and i'm judy woodruff and bernie what a day it has been from 
baghdad to washington and points in between we we hardly know where to begin but i think one place we 
might begin is what happened earlier 
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we might begin is what happened earlier today this morning when the presumptive incoming speaker of the 
house of representatives uh made a shocker of an announcement on the floor of the house for that uh let's 
turn to bob frank and bob just the beginning as a matter of fact judy what a day for the republicans they were 


in control as they in fact made it history by creating and passing out of the house of representatives two 
articles of impeachment against president clinton first time in 130 years and they also lost the man who was 
going to be their new speaker well i must set the example that i hope president clinton will follow i will not 
stand for speaker of the house on january 6th that was uh bob livingston and now you saw him just a 
moment ago leaving the building you could almost say it's exit bob livingston enter well perhaps dennis 
haston if you're wondering who he is he is the man that the rest of the republican leaders are quickly circling 
around and saying let's make it speaker dennis hassan when the next congress comes in judy all right bob to 
our washington studio now jeff greenfield when you look at what's happened today and you look at what 
happened to the republicans at the same time what happened to the president how is it that the republicans 
are so quickly coming together behind a new choice first i ought to say it's not even five o'clock on the east 
coast so i'm holding my breath but but be honest we've got a ways to go the reason the reason why the 
republicans were able to to i think uh come around so quickly is that newt gingrich is still technically the 
speaker of the house and he has a group of a couple of dozen i think frank says and said 30 whips people 
who work and spread the word and this is a case where where i think looking at the options looking at 
majority leader army who had been himself challenged for the leadership uh only a couple of weeks ago 
looking at tom delay the majority whip who is a very controversial figure they thought that they had uh in i'm 
going to mispronounce his name in in dennis 
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in in dennis hastert has dirt an aim a reasonable figure what frank says says he's called the leveler a man 
who could calm the passions bring the party together and they thought of this candidate a man known to the 
leadership part of the leadership known of the members a safe consensus candidate i think they just were in 
the mood to get this done before the party split into chaos we should point out it's not over yet though we 
saw christopher cox another republican announcing his intention to at least pursue this michael gerhart 
constitutional scholar indeed impeachment scholar author of a book on impeachment the president of the 
united states was impeached today on two articles one and three yes uh and in fact in having been 
impeached on articles one and three he's become the first elected president of the united states to have 
been impeached i think like the johnson impeachment by the house the clinton impeachment i think reflects 
divisions that go far beyond the merits of the charges against the president they clearly reflect underlying 
divisions between the parties as well as between the president and long-term political folks okay thank you 
very much and just a short while ago the president appeared in the rose garden and he said he will continue 
carrying on the work of the american people in his words until the last hour of the last day of my term as for 
what he has done and what the united states senate might do mr clinton went on let me pause for just two 
seconds so that i can quote him correctly he said that he hoped whatever happened in the senate it would 
constitute a reasonable bipartisan and proportionate response judy we are going to have much much more 
cnn is going to be following this story throughout this night and of course in the days ahead uh it's far from 
over the impeachment process now moves to the senate and a trial we will have much more at seven o'clock 
eastern capital gang will be along a special 
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capital gang will be along a special one-hour edition of capital gang then at 8 o'clock i believe we have a 
special program looking at all the events of this day in iraq and certainly with impeachment on behalf of all of 
my colleagues here at cnn frank sesno who was here earlier michael gerhart jeff greenfield bernard candy 
crowley let's not forget christianity everyone thank you all you 


END 


